CIDI/CECIP/RES. 6 (XI-10)

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 99 (VI-10) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection, chaired by Venezuela and having as Vice Chair Panama, and also composed of Argentina, Barbados, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Uruguay;

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; 

That the countries that make up this Subcommittee have presented the information on the different activities to be carried out during 2010-2011; and

That it is necessary to define the objectives, functions and 2010-2011 Work Plan of this Subcommittee;

RESOLVES:

1. 
To approve the following objectives, functions, and 2010-2011 Work Plan for this Subcommittee:

OBJECTIVES:

To achieve compatibility with the concerns regarding the protection of the environment with the daily activities of the ports and the implementation of their expansion plans. To promote activities leading to the ratification and enforcement of the IMO Agreements, such as MARPOL and the London Convention 1972 on spills, with the ultimate goal of preserving the integrity of the marine sector and, in a more general manner, consideration of the principles established in the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity with regards to the use and protection of coastal areas. 

FUNCTIONS:

a) To promote the implementation of port environmental management in the ports of the hemisphere.

b) To propitiate the preparation of a Code on Environmental Conduct for the region.

c) To strengthen sustainable activity on cruise ship tourism in small island states and other countries in the Wider Caribbean Region.  

d) To promote ratification of the IMO Agreements regarding the protection of marine areas and the active participation in its updating efforts. 

e) To disseminate cases of environmental mitigation in the operational and developmental activities in the ports. 

WORK PLAN:

a) To review and reformulate the environmental profile spreadsheets and port contingency plans related to the spill of hydrocarbons and other pollutants.

b) To prepare a document with general consultation guidelines to promote facilities for the reception of waste coming from vessels and the appropriate regulations aimed at attaining the “Zero dumping of waste into the ocean in the Wider Caribbean region” as a pilot scheme.

c) To hold the Third Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Management in Montevideo, Uruguay (Third quarter 2011).

d) To prepare guidelines on a database for environmental port protection and management as well as the terms of reference of the web page that will allow the use of said database by the Member States.

e) To compile relevant information for the determination of aquatic zones that can be used for the exchange of ballast water. 

f) To hold two courses on environmental management, technology and port operations in Spain (2010 and 2011).

2. To entrust the Delegation of Venezuela, which chairs this Subcommittee, and the Delegation of Panama as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3.   To urge Member States and particularly the members of this Subcommittee to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of the Subcommittee.

